
SALT CITY BASSMASTERS’ CLUB CLASSIC 

SODUS BAY, LAKE ONTARIO – October 18th, 2009 

 Salt City Bassmasters held their annual Club Classic on October 18th out of Sodus Bay on 
Lake Ontario.  The Club Classic is invitation only and based on merit.  The Club’s top 12 boaters 
and top 12 non-boaters are invited to the small show.  There are two divisions, with boaters 
competing only against boaters and non-boaters against non-boaters.    

 The Classic location is drawn from a hat a week or so before the tournament and is off 
limits from the time it is announced.  By design, the Classic aims to test the field, going in cold 
with absolutely no practice time.  Most of the field was excited about the location – it took just 
over 19 pounds to win the Classic the year before down the road a bit at Fair Haven. 

 The day started – and ended - cold and clear with a fairly light north wind.  The Big Lake 
had some remnant rollers from the strong winds the prior two days.  It was “runnable”, but the 
field seemed to be content trying to stick Sodus’ largemouth.  Air temps started about 40 and 
didn’t warm much by quitting time.  Water temps were in the upper 40s to 52 on the surface.  
Good green weeds were still just about everywhere. 

BOATER DIVISION 

1ST PLACE -  HOWARD KRAUSE   BALDWINSVILLE, NEW YORK
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Howard Krause finished up a strong 
year with a 15 lb. 6 oz. limit of largemouth, 
claiming the Classic Title.  Howie report going 
“old school” and back to his roots, chunking a 
spinnerbait  for all of his fish.  Howie worked 
the bait over the tops of the weeds in 6-10’.  
Krause reports that his spinnerbait muscles 
weren’t there and he developed “spinnerbait 
elbow” about 6 hours into the tourney.  He had 
to rest most of the last two hours in the back of 
the boat smoking cheap cigars. 
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2nd PLACE –   CARL STEWART    LIVERPOOL, NEW YORK 
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In Second Place was Carl Stewart with 14 lbs. 4 oz. of Bay largemouth.  Carl started 
the day finesse fishing, throwing a drop shot and running to about five of his favorite Largey 
holes.  After three hours with one fish, Carl decided he had to work for reaction bites.  He moved 
to a large 6-10’ flat with scattered grass.  There, two distinct breaklines held fish, and Carl 
concentrated on those very subtle and hard-to-find holding areas.  Stewart worked moving baits 
in these key areas – primarily a Rattle Trap and Spinnerbait – which he ran over, in and down the 
grass.  Carl also took the Boater Division Lunker of 3 lbs. 6 oz. on a Spinnerbait.   

3rd PLACE -  RALPH ALEXANDER    SKANEATELES, NEW YORK  

 In Third Place was this writer, Ralph Alexander with 13 lbs. 10 oz.  I started the day 
just like Carl, going small and slow and then getting smaller and slower.  The fish were 
definitely shut down, at least I thought.  Fortunately, my Non-Boater, Ms. Barb Elliot showed me 
how to catch them.  Most of the limit came on a Keitech swimbait on a 3/8 jig head with a belly 



blade.  The Keitech was slow rolled on the deep weed edge in 12’ to 16’.   A couple of the limit 
came in about 8’ – one on a Billy Alexander Jig ‘n Pig and one on a Beaver.   
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NON-BOATER DIVISION 

 

FIRST PLACE - JIM BATRUCH  LIVERPOOL, NEW YORK 
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 Jim Batruch finished up a terrific year where he lost out winning Non-Boater of the 
Year in a tie breaker by winning the Classic with 9 lbs. 7 oz. limit of Largemouth.  Jim and his 
partner Brandon “Purdue” Schwoeppe ran Rapala DT-7s through the grass to trigger their bites.  
Jim reports the key weeds had deep water access.  They kept the boat in about 12’, casting up to 
8’ and ripping the cranks back through the weeds.  Schwoop and Batruch were on some good 
fish.  Schwoeppe reported losing what was easily the tourney lunker boatside because of an 
undersized – and now retired – landing net. 

 

SECOND PLACE -  PAT PONTO    BALDWINSVILLE, NEW YOR K 
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 In Second Place and a proverbial bite away was Pat Ponto of Cato.  Pat brought in only 
three fish but they tipped the scale at 7 lbs. 7 oz.  Ponto called his partner Carl Stewart a few 
days before the tournament for some tips on what to pack.  Ponto was soon off the local Bass 
Pro Shops to spend hard earned money where Salt City member and aspiring pro Craig Nels 
plucked a jig off the rack and threw it in Ponto’s basket.  That jig got thumped on Ponto’s third 
cast with a stocky green fish – his best of the day.  Pat spent the day alternating between that jig 
and trap/ crank and spinnerbaits.   

3rd PLACE-  BARB ELLIOT     RICHFIELD, NEW YORK 



 

 Finishing Third  and also a bite away was Barb Elliot .  Barb also had three fish on this 
very tough day, hers going 7 lbs. and 6 oz.  Barb captured the Lunker  for the Non-Boater 
division – a 3 ½ pounder taken on a swimbait.  By catching the largest fish in the tournament, 
Barb won a Shimano Stradic or Curado E sponsored by the Alexander Law Office.  Ms. Elliot 
took her three fish in a little under 15 minutes slow rolling her swimbait down in 12’ to 15’ on 
the edge of the grass.   As noted above, Barb’s boater and this author, stubbornly stuck to some 
ultra-finese presentations while Barb chunked her swimbait with confidence and dedication.  Her 
day started slow but heated up quickly, to the tune of a number of strikes and quality fish in short 
order.  Barb was one of only a few Bassers on this difficult day to figure out the trigger.  Great 
job. 

ABOUT SALT CITY 

 The Salt City Bassmasters is a group of dedicated bass fishermen located in and around 
Syracuse, New York.  The Club is competitive and boasts the reigning two-time New York Fed 
Angler of the Year, Mr. Randy Lamanche, as an active member.  The Club has also had a 
number of other Members that have qualified for the Fed State Team in recent years. 



 

 Salt City, while competitive, is also about learning and having fun.  The Club strives to 
improve all anglers and while having fun doing it.  The Club has had a wait list in recent years.  
However, that wait list may be removed over the winter which will allow for new members to 
join and fish with us in 2010.  Keep posted on the Club’s general message board and on New 
York Bass for any announcements. 

http://saltcitybass.com/WebPages/message.htm  

http://nybass.com/ 
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